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Applicant's election of Group I in the reply filed on 4/24/2006 is acknowledged. 
Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the supposed errors in the 
restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election without traverse 
(MPEP§ 818.03(a)). 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 1 1-12,22 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 

by Hiller 872,729. 

Hiller teaches the design of an apparatus for treating particulate material, 
comprising: a container having a process chamber and a container central duct 9 
separated from the process chamber, the container further having a longitudinal mid- 
axis; the process chamber being arranged around said longitudinal mid-axis of the 
container and being formed as an annular chamber, the process chamber further having 
a lower region and an upper region which is open; the container central duct forming a 
flow duct for process air and opening into the lower region of said process chamber, 
and communicating with the upper open region of said process chamber so as to 
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conduct the process air in at least one first operating state, by the container central duct 
widening circumferentially and opening towards the upper region of the process 
chamber set forth in claim 1 1 . Thus Hiller teaches every element of the claimed 
apparatus. With respect to claim 26, the same rejection applied to claim 1 1 is applied 
here. Further, Hiller teaches a device 1 3 which broadly reads on a fan or a device for 
producing a current of air by movement of its surface which includes arms or ribs 14. 
Hiller shows the fan is immediately adjacent to an opening area of the lower region of 
the container central duct. Thus every element of the claimed apparatus as set forth in 
claim 26 is taught by Hiller. With respect to claim 12, Hiller shows the fan is immediately 
adjacent to a location where the container central duct opens into the lower region of 
the process chamber. With respect to claim 22, Hiller teaches at least one first spray 
nozzle 16 for spraying a first moist medium is arranged in a lower opening area of the 
container central duct into the process chamber, its spraying direction being oriented 
substantially into the process chamber. 

Claims 23 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hiller in view of Engels. 

Hiller is applied for the reasons noted above. Hiller fails to teach the at least one 
first spray nozzle is arranged on the fan. However, it would have been obvious to modify 
the Hiller apparatus by arranging the spray nozzle on the mixing fan since Engels 
teaches arranging the spray nozzle on the mixing or stirring means for the obvious 
reason for the taught advantage that the spray nozzles act as an additional mixing 
means for mixing the ingredients in the process chamber. 
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Claims 1 1-14,16 and 26-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Herfeld. 

Herfeld teaches the design of an apparatus as shown in Figures 4-5 for treating 
particulate material, comprising: a container having a process chamber and a container 
central duct 9 separated from the process chamber, the container further having a 
iongitudinal mid-axis; the process chamber being arranged around said longitudinal 
mid-axis of the container and being formed as an annular chamber, the process 
chamber further having a lower region and an upper region which is open; the container 
central duct forming a flow duct for process air and opening into the lower region of said 
process chamber, and communicating with the upper open region of said process 
chamber so as to conduct the process air in at least one first operating state, by the 
container central duct widening circumferentially and opening towards the upper region 
of the process chamber. Thus Herfeld teaches every element of the claimed apparatus 
set forth in claim 1 1 . With respect to claim 26, the same rejection applied to claim 1 1 is 
applied here. Further, Herfeld teaches a fan 16 fan is immediately adjacent to an 
opening area of the lower region of the container central duct. Thus every element of 
the claimed apparatus as set forth in claim 26 is taught by Herfeld. Thus every element 
of the claimed apparatus as set forth in claim 26 is taught by Herfeld. With respect to 
claim 12, Herfeld shows the fan 16 is immediately adjacent to a location where the 
container central duct opens into the lower region of the process chamber. With respect 
to claims 13-14 and 27-28, Herfeld shows in Figure 5 that the fan has blades which 
extend in the manner set forth in the claims. With respect to claim 16, Herfeld shows an 
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air/material feed system which is capable of being connected or connectable to the 
container and feed air and material system which is connected to container with 
container central duct to form an assembly therewith. 

Claims 1 1-12,16,22 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hyde et al. 

Hyde et al teaches the design of an apparatus as shown in Figures 4-5 for 
treating particulate material, comprising: a container having a process chamber and a 
container central duct 56 separated from the process chamber, the container further 
having a longitudinal mid-axis; the process chamber being arranged around said 
longitudinal mid-axis of the container and being formed as an annular chamber, the 
process chamber further having a lower region and an upper region which is open; the 
container central duct forming a flow duct for process air and opening into the lower 
region of said process chamber, and communicating with the upper open region of said 
process chamber so as to conduct the process air in at least one first operating state, 
by the container central duct widening circumferentially and opening towards the upper 
region of the process chamber. Thus Hyde et al teaches every element of the claimed 
apparatus set forth in claim 1 1 . With respect to claim 26, the same rejection applied to 
claim 11 is applied here. Further, Hyde et al teaches a fan 138 fan is immediately 
adjacent to an opening area of the lower region of the container central duct. Thus 
every element of the claimed apparatus as set forth in claim 26 is taught by Hyde et al. 
Thus every element of the claimed apparatus as set forth in claim 26 is taught by Hyde 
et al. With respect to claim 12, Hyde et al shows the fan 138 is immediately adjacent to 



Application/Control Number: 10/816,642 Page 6 

Art Unit: 1734 

a location where the container central duct opens into the lower region of the process 
chamber. With respect to claim 16, Hyde et al shows an air/material feed system which 
is capable of being connected or connectable to the container and feed air and material 
system which is connected to container with container central duct to form an assembly 
therewith. With respect to claim 22, Hyde et al teaches at least one first spray nozzle 64 
for spraying a first moist medium is arranged in a lower opening area of the container 
central duct into the process chamber 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

The following terms in claim 19 lack proper antecedent basis: "said feed air duct"; 
"said process air"; "said feed duct" lack proper antecedent basis. 

Claims 15,17-18,20-21,24-25,29 and 31-32 are objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brenda A. Lamb whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
1231. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Tuesday and Thursday- 
Friday. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Wednesdays. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Fiorilla, can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 187. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free)Tp^ 
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Examiner 
Art Unit 1734 



